ALBERTA 


MINES 

BRANCH 


REPORTS 


1941-43 






0x mm 


mimmm 






ANNUAL REPORT 


THE MINES BRANCH 

OF THE 

Department of Lands and Mines 

OF THE 

PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 

1941 




EDMONTON: 

A. SHNITKA, KING’S PRINTER 





Edmonton,- Alberta, 

February 23rd, 1942. 


To the Hon. N. E. Tanner, 

Minister of Lands and Mines. 


Sir: 

I herewith submit the report of The Mines Branch for the year 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31st, 1941 

(Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector) 

The output of coal produced from mines in the Province during 
the year 1941 was 6,970,064 tons, with a valuation of $19,337,420.00, 
this being an increase of 764,976 tons over the output produced for 
1940, and is the third highest tonnage produced in the history of the 
Province. 

In addition to the above tonnage, there were 227 tons produced 
by farmers under permit for their own use, which has not been in¬ 
cluded in the total output. 

The disposition of coal during the year was as follows: 1,335,606 
tons sold for consumption in Alberta; 2,023,110 tons sold for con¬ 
sumption in other Provinces of Canada; 32,742 tons to the United 
States; 3,090,290 tons sold to railroad companies; 117,986 tons were 
used in making briquettes; 105,390 tons used in making coke; 
137,739 tons used under colliery boilers; 7,523 tons used by colliery 
railroads; 54,436 tons were put to stock, and 10,973 tons were put 
to waste. 

The railways took 369,497 tons more than in 1940. There was 
also an increase in shipments to Ontario. 

During the year 5 shale pits produced 44,109 tons of shale and 
clay from which 13,593,050 bricks and 8,080 tons of hollow tile were 
made. 

There were 239 mines producing coal during the year, of which 8 
opened, 1 re-opened and 26 abandoned. In addition to the mines 
abandoned, 24 were closed, leaving 207 mines in operation as at 
December 31st, 1941. 

The number of men employed during the month of December 
was 9,229, being 159 more than for the corresponding month in 1940.- 

On March 10th, Mr. Wm. Goodwin was appointed as District 
Inspector of Mines with headquarters at Edson, succeeding Mr. 
Thomas Horne, who was superannuated. 

I regret to report that the number of fatal accidents for the year 
was 48, as compared with 13 in 1940. 

Included in the list of fatalities was one that happened to 
William Bevington, who was engaged prospecting about IV 2 miles 
from the mine at Luscar. He was working alone when a cave 
occurred, suffocating Bevington. Under the conditions, Bevington 
should not have been working alone. 

On June 12th in Room 27 off No. 7 Level, North of Greenhill 
Mine, Blairmore, a considerable quantity of coal ran away from 
the face without warning and caught two men working in same, 
with fatal results. Large volumes of inflammable gas accompanied 
the ejection of the coal, and difficulty was experienced in clearing 
out the gas and recovering the men. 

This occurrence was repeated in Room 28 two weeks later, but 
fortunately no person was injured. 

As a result the area in question was stopped until I could 
examine the same, which I did later. 



THE MINES BRANCH 


The inclination of this seam was found to have increased to 
about 45 degrees, and when under gas pressure the coal was liable 
to run and get out of control, liberating gas in quantity. 

After giving consideration to the conditions, the management 
was asked, and agreed, to reduce the size of the places and drive 
them on an angle instead of straight up the pitch, place the timbers 
closer and to keep the face lagged up so as to keep the coal under 
control. 

Close supervision has also been exercised, and I am pleased to 
report no further trouble has been experienced. 

On June 24th at the Western Crown Mine, East Coulee, an 
explosion of gas occurred in which three officials were killed, while 
a fourth person, the Manager of the Regal Mine, who was engaged 
in trying to rescue the other men, was overcome by Carbon Mon¬ 
oxide, and was dead when brought out by the rescue men. 

This was a new mine, only in a short distance from the surface 
and had only light surface cover. All the mines in the district, 
some of which are working on a large scale, are working with open 
lights and open light conditions. 

The mine was being opened up on the two entry system, and the 
point of the explosion was a dead end off a crosscut from the main 
to the back entry, at which point the seam was in a troubled con¬ 
dition due to local faults, bone and clay intrusions, which was a 
likely reservoir for small pockets of firedamp. 

It is believed that shot firing, coupled with the men being 
allowed to smoke, was the cause of the explosion. Two shots were 
to be fired in the place, and it is thought that the first shot liberated 
a small pocket of gas, which was ignited by the men during the 
process of preparing the second shot to be fired, while smoking 
either a pipe or cigarette. 

This mine was operating as an open light one, and no restrictions 
were placed on men smoking, and although electric lamps were in 
use, these had been installed solely for the sake of efficiency and 
cleanliness. 

A safety lamp inspection of this place had been made that morn¬ 
ing and no indication of gas was found, and reasonable precautions 
were being taken. This mine was placed on a strictly safety lamp 
basis following the explosion. 

Orders were also given other mines in the vicinity to carry out 
safety lamp inspections and gas detector observations, so as to safe¬ 
guard against a similar occurrence in these open light mines. 

The accident shows that the utmost vigilance is necessary at all 
times for safety, and a mine, even if no gas has been found in it 
previously or over a long period of time, cannot be regarded as one 
in which gas may not be found at any moment. 

On October 31st an accident occurred at the Brazeau Collieries 
Mine, Nordegg, through an explosion. 

In this accident 29 persons were killed. This accident was 
evidently caused by an explosion of gas, the full cause of which at 
present is unknown. 

For the purpose of enquiring into the cause, the Government 
appointed Mr. Justice A. F. Ewing of the Alberta Supreme Court 
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as Commissioner to conduct an enquiry, but the report of the Com¬ 
mission is not available. 

Very little labour trouble occurred during the year. 

There has been a shortage of labour reported in some districts 
during the year, and if it had not been an exceedingly mild winter 
some difficulty would have been experienced by the domestic 
mines in filling orders. Machinemen, tracklayers, mine electricians 
and some classes of labour are not obtainable, and further recruit¬ 
ment is going to make it difficult for the mines to carry on. 

With the increased need for coal' due to the war and the in¬ 
creasing difficulty likely to arise in getting help at the mines, it 
would appear necessary that some effort be made to have the mines, 
particularly the domestic ones, operate over a longer period than has 
been the case within recent years. 

More coal should be put into stock by the dealers earlier in the 
season such as used to be the practice some years ago, and the 
buying public- should be pressed to put in their coal supply as soon 
as possible. This should be impressed on the Ontario dealers, for I 
am of the opinion if they are going to get any large tonnage of 
Alberta coal in 1942, they will have to place their orders early. 

It cannot be expected that mines will work three and four days 
per week for one month and work time and a half the next as well 
as Sundays, simply because the dealers and consumers have failed 
to put in supplies when same were available. 

Considerable difficulty is now being experienced by the mines 
in getting different kinds of materials and equipment. This applies 
particularly to electrical equipment and electric motors, as these 
motors have to be specially constructed to render them safe to use 
in mines. Any substitution of motors or equipment not fully flame- 
proofed is going to reduce the safety factor in our mines. Some 
consideration of these matters should be given by the authorities. 

At the present time it does not seem possible to purchase and 
obtain delivery on some kinds of gas detectors unless a priority 
rating is obtained. 

Samples of mine air were taken at various mines during the 
year by the Inspectors and sent to the Chemistry Branch of The 
Department of Mines, Ottawa, for analysis; this having been done 
in addition to testing the air with the Burrell, McLuckie and M.S.A. 
Detectors. 

Samples of coal were collected and forwarded to the Industrial 
Research Council, University of Alberta, for analysis. 

All fatal and serious accidents have been investigated by the 
Inspectors, who also attended the inquests held in their districts, 
this being in addition to the regular inspection of the mines. All 
complaints made to the Department were also investigated. 

There were 22 prosecutions instituted for contraventions of The 
Mines Act, made up as follows: 3 operators, 1 manager, 1 overman, 
2 examiners, 11 miners, 1 trapper, 1 agent, 2 timber packers. 

There were 35,973,384 K.W. hours of purchased electrical power 
used by the mines in the Province during the year. 

The distribution of purchased power by the mines in the various 
areas was as follows: 
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Big Valley, 9,120 K.W. hours purchased from the Union Power 
Co., Ltd., Drumheller, who also supplied 142,070 K.W. hours to 
mines in Carbon and 4,891,464 K.W. hours to mines in the Brum- 
heller area. 

The Calgary Power Co., Ltd., supplied electrical power to mines 
in areas as follows: Camrose 17,067 K.W. hours, Cascade 2,282,060 
K.W. hours, Edmonton 522,760 K.W. hours, Gleichen 2,250 K.W. 
hours, Lethbridge 2,198,030 K.W. hours, Taber 11,000 K.W. hours, 
Nordegg 2,376,000 K.W. hours, Saunders 112,800 K.W. hours. 

The City of Medicine Hat supplied mines in the Redcliff area 
with 54,000 K.W. hours. 

The City of Edmonton supplied 717,800 K.W. hours to the 
Edmonton mines. 

The mines in the Crowsnest area purchased 22,581,758 K.W. 
hours from the East Kootenay Power Co., Ltd. 

Two mines in the Coalspur area exchanged 55,025 K.W. hours. 

The protective equipment in use is as follows: 2,393 hard hats, 
677 pairs of safety shoes, 142 pairs of goggles and 376 pairs of knee 
caps, which is a considerable increase in the first three mentioned 
items, compared with the year 1940. 

During the year, 565 miners were granted certificates, 148 of 
which are Class “A”; a total of 16,499 miners’ certificates have 
been issued since the passing of the Act requiring same. 

The Regal Coal Co., Ltd., installed 4 Goodman Duck-Bill 
loaders, each 20 H.P.; 4 Goodman short wall under cutters, each 
35 H.P. 

The Monarch Coal Mining Co., Ltd., East Coulee, installed a 
motor generator set and trolley locomotive, 1-30 H.P. coal cutter, 
and a small 5 H.P. spotting hoist. 

Murray Collieries, Ltd., installed a 75 H.P. motor generator set 
and one trolley locomotive, also one C.E. 7 Sullivan Coal Cutter. 

Empire Collieries, Ltd., East Coulee, installed a 10 H.P. single 
drum hoist. 

Western Gem & Jewel Collieries, Ltd., installed 2 additional 
transformer banks underground. 

Rosedale Collieries installed a 15 H.P. Booster fan underground. 

Red Deer Valley Coal Co., Ltd., installed a main and tail rope 
haulage driven by 60 H.P. electric motor, one Goodman Duck-Bill 
unit with 20 H.P. electric motor, one Goodman short wall coal cutter, 
35 H.P. 

Monarch Coal Mining Co., Ltd., installed another Goodman 
Duck-Bill loader with 20 H.P. electric motor and one small 3 H.P. 
spotting hoist. 

Hillcrest Mohawk Collieries, Ltd., installed 1 electric 3734 H.P. 
hoist, 1 electric 734 H.P. fan, 1-10 H.P. air compressor, 1 conveyor 
with 20 H.P. electric motor, 1 box car loader and 1 box car puller, 
each 20 H.P. 

West Canadian Collieries, Ltd. (Bellevue Mine), installed a 
35 H.P. electric hoist underground, also 3 Duck-Bill loaders oper¬ 
ated by compressed air. 
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The Lethbridge' Collieries, Ltd., Lethbridge, installed a new 
cleaning plant with motors totalling 100 H.P.; 2 shaker conveyors 
each driven by 20 H.P. motors, and 1 Meco Duck-Bill loader oper¬ 
ated by a 25 H.P. motor. 

The Kerralta Coal Co. installed a 30 H.P. electric Sullivan coal 
cutter. 

Canmore Mines, Ltd., installed a hoist at new slope, operated by 
a 2,300 volt 100 H.P. motor. 

Brazeau Collieries, Ltd., installed a new briquette plant; 1-50 
H.P. electric hoist underground, also 2 electric pumps, one 15 H.P. 
and the other 3 H.P. They are now mining coal with compressed 
air picks. 

Mountain Park Coals, Ltd., installed a creeper at top of slope 
with a 10 H.P. motor, also a new dryer with several motors. They 
have completed a new rock slope and cross measure tunnel to No. 3 
seam and installed a fan to ventilate the workings of same. 

Luscar Coals, Ltd., installed a 150 H.P. electric hoist under¬ 
ground. Two new openings have been made on the Cadomin limb 
of the seam, and fans have been installed to ventilate same. The 
coal is trucked a distance of approximately two miles to the loading 
bins near the main slope. 

The Lakeside Coals, Ltd., at Robb installed a main and tail rope 
haulage underground with a 20 H.P. motor. 

Foothills Collieries, Ltd., installed a 75 H.P. electric pump and 
a 7% H.P. electrically operated tugger hoist underground. 

The West Canadian Collieries, Ltd. (Greenhill Mine) installed 
a compressed air operated Duck-Bill loader. Fans have been m- 
stalled at three new openings from which the coal is hauled by 
trucks to the main tipple; several coal bins have been built to 
handle the coal from the new openings. An endless rope haulage 
electrically driven has been installed to haul the coal from the 
No. 4 seam. They have also added an air compressor unit of 900 
cu. ft. per min. capacity and a plant for charging Cardox shells, 
capacity 75 to 100 shells per day. 

The Canadian Collieries (Dunsmuir), Ltd., took over the mine 
operated by the McLeod River Hard Coal Co., Ltd., near Mercoal, 
and are now operating under the name of McLeod River Hard Coal 
Co. (1941), Ltd. 

Thirty-two Collieries, Ltd., now operate the No. 1157 Mine, 
previously known as the Bryan mine. 

The International Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., have driven their main 
rock tunnel 2,316 feet during the year. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


The following table is taken from a report prepared by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics for Canada” for the 
year 1940: 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF ALBERTA, 1939 AND 1940 
Prepared in the Mining, Metallurgical and Chemical Branch, Ottawa, Canada 


Quantity 


1940 


Value 


Quantity 


Valui 


METALLICS: 

Gold, fine ounces . 

Silver, fine ounces . 

NON-METALLICS: 

Coal, short tons . 

Natural Gas, M. cu. ft. 

Petroleum, barrels . 

Salt, tons 

Sodium sulphate, tons . 

CLAY PRODUCTS AND OTHER 

STRUCTURAL MATERIALS: 

Cement, barrels . 

Clay products . 


377,8461 744,357 

. I 461,079 



Quicklime, tons 
Hydrated, tons 
Sand and gravel, ti 


n the Province o 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 


Tonnage sti 

Number of_ 

Number of short 


_ of briquettes . 

Number of short tons of coke produced 

Number of short tons of shale produced . 

Number of coal mines in operation during the year ..... 

' mines opened during the year . 

mines re-opened during the year . 

-closed during the year . 


Number 
Number 

Number_ _ __ 

Number of mines abandoned during the ^.... . 

Number of shale pits in operation during the year 
Number of mines in operation at December 31st, 1941 
” —*—‘S or 35.99% of total operating produced 

' ' ' “ 'll operating produced " 


71 mines o 
18 mines o 
29 mines o 


'o of the output. 


6 mines or 2.52% of 
2 mines o 


— of the o-_.,— 
.95% of the output. 
" ' output. 


7.54% of total operating produced 

12.15% of total operating produced ... „ .... ......... 

6.29% of total operating produced 14.18%, of the output. 

" "" ' ' ' ’ operating produced 10.52% of the output. 

operating produced 9.94%, of the output. 

- ._ - operating produced 7.19% of the output. 

.27%, of total operating produced 44.69%, of the output. 


Average number of persons employed below ground 
Average number of persons employed above ground 

Number of separate accidents causing loss of life . 

Number of deaths caused by accidents above ground 
Number of deaths caused by accidents below ground 
Number of serious accidents above ground 

Number of serious accidents below ground . 

Number of slight accidents above ground 
Number of slight accidents below ground 

Total purchased electrical power (Kilowatt hours) . 

Number of prosecutions instituted . 

Number of Provisional Certificates (overman) issued 
Number of Certificates of Competency as Coal Miners 
Number of Third Class Certificates issued in 1941 
Number of Second Class Certificates issued in 1941 
Number of First Class Certificates issued in 1941 
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Output in tons 
for N.W.T. 
(Alta. & Sask.) 


Number of shifts worked . 

Average number of men employed . 

Explosives used (pounds). 40% Dynamite .. 

Explosives used (pounds), Monobel . 

Number of shots fired, using fuse . 


Bricks sold for use in: Alberta . 

British Columbia . 
- Saskatchewan . 


PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE BY FARMERS STRIPPING COAL UNDER 
DOMESTIC PERMIT 

Tonnage . 

Number of days worked during the year 
Number of men employed during the year 

Total number of shifts worked . 1 

Total number of permits issued . 

Total number of permits used . 
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Coal produced by years from 1937 to 1941 inclusive: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



Coalspur . 

Morley 

Pekisko . 

Pincher 

Prairie Creek . 

Saunders . 

350,594 

769 

4,928 

1 4l]894 

351,427 

61 

360,436 

107 

5,385 

1,374 

104,067 

40,736 

448,619 
73 
5,673 
606 
100,753 
t 42,962 

509,933 

6,977 

16.988 
j 50,732 

L413 

91,189 

39,742 

Total 

1 

506,529 

488,912 

512,1051 598,686 

1 1 

1 585,453 

1 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Crowsnest 

Highwood 


1,326,450 

764^370 


2,287,850! 2,556,8011 3,069,1971 
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TOTAL 

34 

17 

18 

120 

124 

38 

2,291 

83 

582 

9 

2 

74 

8 

35 

50 

62 
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4,632 
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Ardley . 

Big Valley 

Brooks 

Camrose .| 

Castor . 

Champion . .1 

Drumheller . 

Halcourt . 

Lethbridge . 

Milk River . 

Pakowki 

Pembina . 

Redcliff 

Rochester 

Sexsmith . 

Sheemess . 

Tofield 

Wetaskiwin . 

Whitecourt 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


248 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES BY AREAS: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


Total 
Average 
No. of 


employed 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


(Stripping) 

(Underground) 


Total. 


50>32 


585.453 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


figure is arrived at by deducting the tonnage from stripping 
nined and dividing the product by the number of men empioj 




35«uoo ! 
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AMOUNT OF MINE TIMBER USED DURING THE YEAR 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 




Cascade ... 

Highwood ., 

Mountain Park .| 

Nordegg ... 

4,276,994 

2,590 

1,415,675 

1,118,894 

1,694,890 

' 8,2431 

i 

41,950 

1,704,342 

I 39 

i 

1 . 

7,114 

1 . 

Total .j 

7,116,355, 

l,694,89oj 

8,243] 

1,746,292 

1 

39 i 

7,114 


In addition 70 tons of steel rails were used for timbering in the Crowsnest Area. 
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QUANTITY OF EXPLOSIVES USED IN POUNDS FOR BLASTING COAL: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELI 


Areas 

Names of Explosives ! 

Total 

3 

1 

I 

£11 

Monobel 

No. 14 

CXL-ITE 

I 

3 

If 

Dynamite 

40% 

Stumping 

Powder 

II 

hi 

Ardley 

Big Valley 

Brooks 

Camrose . 

Champion . 

Drumheller . 

Gleichen . 

Halcourt .| 

Lethbridge . 

Magrath . 

Milk River .1 

Pembina | 

Redcliff .i 

Rochester. 

Sexsmith .| 

Sheerness . 

Taber 

Tofield 

Wetaskiwin .j 

4 80€ 

7,650 

10,778 

6,343 

5,450 

105,023 

6,020 

5,900 

35 

1 7,600 

1 'l35 

1 2,300 

602 

1,988 

21 

250| 

50 

800 

L545 

10 

330 

540 

200 

50 

215 

582 

50 

30,365 

14,432 

300 

19,623 

1,400 

150 
300j 

3 

_| 

55^501 

39,238 

450 

30 

.5 

.3 

625 

250 

""75 

2,700 

6’575 

4,700 

1,800 

30,450 

16,157 

350 

600 

505 

6,050 

850 

7,865 

1,460 

15,678 

8,243 

2 4l’434 

6 *285 
| 74,356 
10 
1,390 
185 
540 

1 3,700 
3 

30 

3,902 

2,493 

6,732 

550 

Total. 1 

1 

|166,486| 

125,275 

67,667| 

3 

94.739J 


35] 

928 

I 9,350 

55,812 

1 

1420,745 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Areas 

Names of Explosives 

Total 

Pellets 

Monobel 
No. 4 

Polar 
Monobel 
No. 14 

u s 

III 

35% 

Polar 

Forcite 

gif 

Spucl. 

Coalspur . 

Pekisko 

Pincher 

Prairie Creek . 

Saunders 

2,3971 

1 41,445 

”225 

1 4.508 

4,800 

7,056 

350 

44.100 

21,150 

50 

107,095 

4,800 

225 

9453 

Total.' 

2,397* 

46,178 

11,856 

1 350 

44,100 

21,150 

50 

126,081 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Areas 

1 Names of Explosives 

Total 

Polar 
Monobel 
No. 4 

Monobel 
No. 6 

Polar 
Monobel 
No. 14 

Cascade . 

Crowsnest 

Highwood 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegg 

67,300 

71,611 

25,624 

30,000 

76,836 

1,625 

400 

68,925 

71,611 

400 

102,460 

30,000 

Total. 

194,535 

76,836 

2,025 

273,396 







>f coal produced per pound of Explosives used for blasting coal: 


3,671,357 
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Number of miss-fire shots recorded in blasting coal in the Province: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 



BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 
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ACCIDENTS 



b. Including one hundred and eighty-nine deaths caused by the Hillcrest Explosion. 

c. Including ten deaths caused by the MeGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd. 

Explosion. 

d. Including sixteen deaths caused by the explosion at the Lethbridge Collieries Ltd., 

at Coalhurst. 

e. Including five deaths caused by the explosion at Hinton Collieries Limited. 

f. Including four deaths caused by an explosion at North American Collieries, Ltd., 

Western Crown Mine, and twenty-nine deaths caused by an explosion at 
Brazeau Collieries, Ltd., Nordegg. 


ACCIDENTS DURING 1941, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE COAL FIELD 
IN WHICH THEY OCCURRED 


Domestic . 

Sub-Bituminous . 

2,713,254 

585,453i 

8 

i 

49 1 68 

1 1 4 

l| 339,156 

55,373 

585,453 

39,901 

146,363 

Bituminous . 

3,671,3571 

40 

28 | 70 

91,784 

131,120 

52,448 


































DOMESTIC COAL 



Coalspur . 1 509,933 

Pekisko 6,977 

Pincher 1 823 

Prairie Creek . 1 16,988 

Saunders . 1 50,732 

417 

13 

129 

93 

. 

. ... 

. 

16,988 

509,933 

ie;988 

25,366 

509,933 

8,494 

25,366 

Total. 585,453 

656 

. 


585,453 

146,363 

117,091 

BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 

Crowsnest . 

Highwood . 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegg 

322,202 

2,021,155 

700 

985,751 

341,549 

293 

1,903 

9 

1,005 

358 

336,859 

„ 197450 

11,777 

80,551 

183,741 

109^528 

85,387 

80,551 

63,161 

37,913 

42,694 

1 

40,275 

1 41,248 

[ 24*644 

I 8,330 

Total. 

3,671,357 

3,568 

91,784 

131,120 

52,448 

1 26,604 


SUMMARY 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS 

Albert Speed, miner, age 63, on January 10th, at the mine operated by Rose- 
dale Collieries, Ltd., Rosedale, caused by a fall of rock while replacing a bridge 
stick on 18 entry. 

James Shalst, miner, age 49, on February 18th, at the mine operated by 
Mountain Park Coals, Ltd., Mountain Park, caused by his being struck by a 
fall of coal and rock, in pillar. 

James C. Lohmaier, trapper, age 19, on March 14th, at the mine operated by 
the Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd., Cadomin, caused by his being struck by the trip 
while attending a door on the haulage road at No. 2 Panel. 

Mike, Prokop, machineman, age 47, on March 18th, at the mine operated by 
the Rosedale Collieries, Ltd., Rosedale, caused by a fall of rock in 17 entry 
pillar while he was operating a coal cutter. 

Robert Lammie, examiner, age 57, on May 6th, at the mine operated by the 
Great West Coal Co., Ltd., Clover Bar, caused apparently by his stepping from 
the locomotive to switch some cars when locomotive started down the grade 
and jammed him against a roadside timber. 

Peressini Gacoma, miner, aged 48, and Zimka Paul, miner, age 22, on June 
12th, at the mine operated by West Canadian Collieries, Ltd., Greenhill Mine, 
Blairmore, caused by an outburst of gas in 27 raise No. 7 Level, asphyxiating 
both men. 

John Watters, examiner, age 39, Chris. Bezenus, electrician, age 49, and • 
Robert Taylor, miner, age 70, on June 24th, at the mine operated by the North 
American Collieries, Ltd., East Coulee, caused by an explosion of Methane gas 
where they were working, death being due to carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Harry Crowder, mine manager, age 54, on June 24th, at the mine operated 
by North American Collieries, Ltd., East Coulee, caused by his being overcome 
by carbon monoxide while attempting to rescue men after an explosion of 
Methane gas. 

William Bevington, miner, age 42, on July 17th, at the mine operated by 
Luscar Coals, Ltd., Luscar, caused by a cave while working in a new prospect, 
death being by asphyxiation. # 

Vince Guriel, miner, age 43, on July 25th, at the mine operated by the West 
Canadian Collieries, Ltd., Bellevue, caused by his being struck by falling rock 
from the roof while mining in Room 32 No. 7 Level. 

Adelchi D’Appolonia, tipple bell boy, age 17, on July 28th, at the mine 
operated by the McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman, caused by 
his being caught between pulley of slack coal belt and frame of building, 
crushing him. 

Frank Sirak, miner, age 52, on August 1st, at the mine operated by the 
International Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman, caused by his being struck by 
a fall of rock from the roof while at work in 21 pillar C.L.S. 

Harry Lane, miner, age 43, on August 6th, at the mine operated by the 
Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd., Cadomin, caused by his falling into the chute while 
at work in No. 1 main angle, No. 8 panel. 

Neil Gilchrist, brakeman, age 43, on August 6th, at the mine operated by 
the Cadomin Coal Co., Ltd., Cadomin, caused by having his left hand caught in 
pulley severing four fingers at second joint, death being on August 12th. 

John Urichuk, rope rider, age 46, on August 7th, at the mine operated by 
the Midland Coal Mining Co., Ltd., Drumheller, caused by his being struck on 
the head by the haulage rope when it slipped off the sheave wheel resulting in 
fatal injuries. 

The following met their death on October 31st, at the mine operated by the 
Brazeau. Collieries, Ltd., Nordegg, caused by an explosion in No. 4 left district 
of the No. 3 Mine: 

John Armstrong, overman, age 47. 

Pietro Bifano, miner, age 52. 

Joe Bocko, miner, age 39. 

John Gojda, miner, age 35. 

John Fejer, miner, age 43. 

John Golyana, miner, age 57. 

George Halas, miner, age 45. 

Pietro Meroi, miner, age 53. 

William Kempo, miner, age 38. 
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John Oblok, miner, age 47. 

Nick Omelusik, miner, age 58. 

Anton Posz, miner, age 39. 

Elijasz Pastuszk, miner, age 45. 

John Renchuk, miner, age 49. 

Pete Rezunyk, miner, age 43. 

John Volcko, miner, age 36. 

William Sakson, miner, age 39. 

Frank Zrubak, miner, age 35. 

Victor M. Dibus, miner; age 43. 

Kalman Czotter, track-layer’s helper, age 45. 

Rudolph D’Amico, track-layer’s helper, age 21. 

Frank Gejdos, track-layer, age 27. 

Raoul Gervais, driver, age 35. 

, Raymond Gervais, driver, age 24. 

Palmer H. Hindmarsh, driver, age 22. 

Everitt McLean, driver, age 30. 

Steve Romanon, timberman, age 46. 

Wm. H. Phillips, driver, age 27. 

Harold Mugleston, timberman’s helper, age 54. 

John Laithwaite, chute repairer, age 42, on November 1st, at the mine 
operated by International Coal & Coke Co., Ltd., Coleman, caused by his being 
caught between moving locomotive and the side of roadway at No. 19 chute 
C Level S. entry, causing instant death. 


ACCIDENTS AS THEY OCCURRED BY MONTHS DURING THE YEAR 1941: 


Months 

| Above Ground | 

I Under Ground 

Total Above 
and Under 
Ground 

£ 

1 I 

I 1 

Slight 

3 

H | 

3 

1 £ 

1 I 

1 » 

Slight' 

I 

January . 

February . 

March 

April 

May 

July 

August . 

September . 

November . 

December .j 

.! 

2 

2 

! - 2 

2j 

i 

29 

6 

3 

2 

3 

8 

15 

5 

9 

8 

2 

13 

19 

16 

12 

13 

12 

1 14 

26 

53 

29 

19 

18 

*6 

12 

15 

22 

29 

29 

55 

24 

Total.| 



12 


46 

71 

130 

247 

268 
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ACCIDENTS OCCURRING IN THE PROVINCE ABOVE AND UNDER GROUND 
DURING THE YEAR 1941: 


Area 

Above Ground 

Under Ground 

II 

Ilo 

1 

1 

Slight 

3 

5 

1 

£ 

Serious 

Slight 

1 

Haulage . 

Fall of rock 

Fall of coal . 

Fall of rock and coal 

Loading coal . 

Loading rock . 

Timbering . 

Coal-cutting machinery 

Tipple machinery . 

Shot-firing (Cardox) . 

Coupling cars . 

Uncoupling cars . 

Ignition of methane 
Explosion of firedamp 
Asphyxiation . 

Spragging cars . 

Miscellaneous . 

:■ 

::::::: 

.3 

2 

2 

.6 

3 

6 

2 

9 

5 

33 

26 

18 

9 

3 

3 

26 

3 

16 

13 

3 

2 

2 

2 

19 

51 

29 

5 

18 

17 

.2 

5 

1 2 

33 
' 2 

23 

54 

49 

29 

5 

18 

1 7 

6 

5 

33 

2 

2 

2 

32 

Total. 

2 

_j 

12 

21 

46 

71 

130 

1 

^ 247 

268 


Accidents occurring in the Province above and under ground for the year 1941, 
classified according to the areas in which they occurred: 

DOMESTIC 



Above Ground I 

1 . Under Ground | 

II 

Area 

1 

£ | 

to | 

£ 

1 

I 

i 

1 1 

nr 

1 s 

1 

H 

■Su o 

gio 

Drumheller . 


.2 

2 


7 

27 

36 

70 

74 

Edmonton . 



2. 

2 



17 

19 

Lethbridge . 

Redcliff 






8 

2 

20 

28 

2 

29 

2 

Total. 


2 

5 

7 

* 

47 

63 

118 

125 


SUB-BITUMINOUS 


BITUMINOUS 


Crowsnest . 

Mountain Park ... 
Nordegg 
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SUMMARY 
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Fall of rock and coal In room . 1 

Chute Loading, struck on face by a piece of coal .1 

Loading Coal, slipped from car bumper while loading from chute. 

Loading Coal, wrenched knee while loading coal . 

Loading Coal, piece of coal struck his hand . 

Loading Coal, bumped against car .. j 

Loading rock, bumped his hand against side of roadway. 

Timbering, hand caught between chute and timber . 

Timbering, finger jammed between timber and roof .1 

Timbering, slipped and fell from platform while timbering .j 

Timbering, struck by falling timber 

Timbering, hand caught between timber and car . 

Tipple Machinery, got his hand caught between box car and box car 

Tipple Machinery, caught between belt pulley and side of building . 

Tipple Machinery, foot caught by conveyor . 

Tipple Machinery, hand caught by conveyor chain . 

Spragging Cars, finger caught against car wheel . 

Coupling Cars, hand caught when cars bumped together . 

Coupling Cars, slipped and fell between cars . 

Uncoupling Cars, slipped off car bumper while uncoupling cars. 

Uncoupling Cars, fingers caught when cars came together . 

Box Cars, hand caught in rope pulley, death caused by infection 

Asphyxiation by methane gas . 

Explosion of firedamp .... 

Miscellaneous, slipped and fell . 

Miscellaneous, timber fell on foot . 

Miscellaneous, struck on eye by piece of flying rock . 

Miscellaneous, struck his hand with axe . 

Miscellaneous, struck by falling timber . 

Miscellaneous, finger struck by air hammer . 

Miscellaneous, struck by timber rolling from timber pile . 

Miscellaneous, timber fell on foot 

Miscellaneous, hand caught when lifting car . 

Miscellaneous, left hand was jammed while adjusting catches on cage 
Miscellaneous, slipped and fell in chute . 

Total.j 


Domestic . j 

Bituminous"” 

1 
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CROWSNEST AREA 


cGilliv 




/higham-Teasdale. 
!. Boughton. 

5, Sec. 9, Tp. 29, 
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{j 

4 


Jj 

1934 

1932 

1938 
1937 
1937 

1934 

1939 

1936 

1937 

1940 

1937 

1926 

1923 

1911 

1913 

1924 
1915 

1927 
1923 

S 

1 

1929 

1929 

1930 

1930 

1931 
1931 

1931 

1932 
1932 

1932 

1933 
1933 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1935 

1936 
1936 

1936 

1937 

1938 
1938 

1938 

1939 

1939 

1940 

1899 

1905 

1906 

1907 
1907 

1909 

1909 

1910 

1910 

1911 


Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

Bituminous . 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Sub-Bituminous . 

Domestic . 

Sub-Bituminous . 

Domestic . 

Bituminous . 

Bituminous . 

Domestic 

Bituminous . 

Domestic . 

Bituminous . 

Domestic 

Domestic 

Location 

14 9-29-20-4 

14 13-49- 3-5 
30-12- 5-4 

1 17-15-21-4 

11-14 2-46-24-5 

15 11-29-20-4 

1-8 6-30-13-4 

9-10 . 27- 2-12-4 

13 26-37-22-4 

7-9-10 . 24-54-25-4 

15-16 . 4-35-20-4 

3 21-70- 7-6 

4 6-51-25-4 

12 16-42-17-4 

15 19-10 16-4 

7 8-29-20-4 

7 14-56- 9-5 

»,i 29-27-18-4 

7 25-51-25-4 

2 3-38-14-4 

7 14-29-20-4 

10 9-31-22-4 

15 26-40-16-4 

14 1-10-17-4 

10 21-30-17-4 

12 25-51-25-4 

15 6-43- 7-4 

1 20-27-18-4 

13 8-20- 2-5 

26 53-24-4 

. 16-18- 2-5 

. Vi . 24-50-19-4 

8 14- 7- 3-5 

2 

17-29-32- 8-4-5 
8-10-22-4 
27- 6- 2-5 

14 . 34-37-14-4 

36- 5- 2-5 

3 3-38-14-4 

1/4 . 34-37-14-4 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

S.E 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

R. L 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

L.S 

S. E 

D nT 

45 

34 

9 

24 

38 

22 

X 2 

15 

8 

14 

46 

14 

15 

8 

14 

6 

8 

38 

15 

14 

30 

30 

42 

12 

20 

12 

8 

12 

8 

8 

- 

1 

< 

Drumheller . 

Warburg . 

Medicine Hat . 

Champion . 

Mountain Park . 

Drumheller . 

Masinasin . 

Edmonton . 

Big Valley . 

Dimsdale .. 

Donalda . 

Drumheller . 

Mayerthorpe . 

Drumheller . 

Ellerslie . 

Castor . 

Drumheller . 

Foreman . 

Taber 

Delia 

Edmonton South . 

Rosalind . 

Drumheller . 

Black Diamond . 

Edmonton . 

High River 

Tofield . 

Burmis . 

Coleman . 

Lethbridge . 

Pincher Creek . 

Pincher Creek . 

Castor . 

Castor 

Operator 

Midland Coal Mining Co., Ltd. 

Mills, J. J. 

Medicine Hat Brick & Tile Co., Ltd. 

Munton, Evan . 

Mount Cheviot Coal Co., Ltd. 

Minute Coal Co., The . 

Malcolm, J. 

Mueller, J. J. 

Morland, Richard . 

Mather, Thomas . 

Municipal District of Vimy . 

Mitchell Bros. , 

Marshall Coal Co. 

Marshall & Heisz Coal Co. 

Miller, Henry 

Monarch Coal Mining Co., Ltd., The . 

Malone, Edward . 

Murray Collieries, Ltd. 

May, John . 

Municipal District of Progress . 

Minute Coal Co., The 

Morel, J. D. 

Muncy Bros. 

Mullen & Collett 

Masciangelo, John . 

Mucha, John G.. 

Mills, J. J. .. 

Monarch Coal Mining Co., Ltd., The. 

McPherson, A. D. 

McFeak Coal Co. 

Macintosh, C. G. 

McDevitt, J. J. . . 

McDougall Coal Co. 

McGillivray Creek Coal & Coke Co., Ltd. 

McWilliams, Alex.j. 

McFarlane, Wm. 

McCormack, A. D. 

McKinnon, A. D. 

McCormack, A. D. 

McLean, Hugh D. 

II 22 

Illlllllllllllllllllllillll 88 323; ISsI 
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NEW CLASSIFICATION OF ALBERTA COALS BY AREAS, AS SUBMITTED BY THE 
ASSOCIATE COMMITTEE OF EACH CLASSIFICATION 


AS.T.M. Rank (D388-38) and Class 


Areas 

Anthracite 

11 Bituminous 

Sub- 

Bituminous 

Lignite 

s 

a 

Meta-anthracite 

i 

1 

Semi-anthracite 

1 

I 

1 

1 

£ 

High volatile A 

High volatile B 

High volatile C 

< 

1 

j 

1 

Sub-bituminous C 

2 

s 

1 

1 

Ardley . 

Big Valley 

Camrose . 

Cascade . 

Champion . 

Clearwater t .,. 

Coalspur . 

Crowsnest . 

Drumheller . 

Edmonton . 

Empressf . 

Halcourt . 

Highwood . 

Lethbridge . 

Magrath . 

Milk River 

Morleyt . 

Mountain Park . 

Nordegg . 

Oldmanf . 

Pakowki 

Pantherf . 

Pekisko 

Pembina . 

Pincher . 

Prairie Creek . 

Redcliff 

Rochester . 

Saunders . 

Sexsmith . 

Sheerness . 

Smoky Rivert . 

Stevevillet 

Taber 

Tofield . 

Valhalla! 

Wainwrightf . 

Westlockt . 

Wetaskiwin . 

Whitecourt 



.... 













tNon-producing district at present, 

‘Kind or rank of coal is indicated at the heading of this column. 
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NUMBER OF MINES OPENED, ABANDONED AND RE-OPENED ACCORDING TO 
AREAS AND KIND OF COAL, DURING THE YEAR 


1 

i 

1 

Character of 

Coal 

11 

°f 

!& 

Mines opened 
during the year 

Mines re-opened 
during the year 

Mines closed but 
not abandoned |l 

li 

11 

Name and Address 
of District 
Inspector of Mines 

Ardley . 

Big Valley . 

Camrose . 

Edmonton . 1 

Pembina .3 

Tofield . 4 

Wetaskiwin . 

Brooks . 

Champion . 

Lethbridge . 2 

Magrath . 

Milk River 

Pakowki . 

Redcliff 

Taber 

Coalspur . 1 

Mountain Park ... 2 

Pembina . 3 

Prairie Creek . 3 

Crowsnest . 1 

Pincher . 3 

Drumheller .1 

(Wayne) 

Gleichen . 1 

Highwood . 1 

Nordegg . 2 

Pekisko . a 

Saunders . 3 

Drumheller .1 

Gleichen . 1 

Sheerness . 3 

Halcourt .1 

Whitecourt . A 

Pakan . 2 

Rochester . 3 

Sexsmith . 3 

Westlock . 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

> Domestic . 

! Domestic 

Domestic 
. Domestic 

i Domestic .-. 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

) Domestic . 

Domestic . 

Domestic 

Domestic . 

L Domestic . 

1 Sub-Bituminous . 

1 Domestic . 

3 Sub-Bituminous . 

2 Bituminous . 

2 Sub-Bituminous . 

6 Domestic . 

7 Bituminous . 

4 Domestic 

9 Bituminous . 

:5 Bituminous . 

:0 Sub-Bituminous . 

,6 Sub-Bituminous . 

4 Domestic 

7 Domestic 

18 Domestic 

5 Domestic . 

8 Domestic . 

6 Domestic . 

!7 Domestic 

15 Domestic 

17 Domestic . 

. Domestic 

Total 

9 

9 

28 

15 

4 

2 

5 
12 

3 

2 

2 

8 

6 

6 

2 

2 

8 

3 

3 

3 

17 

3 

14 

5 

2 

, 1 

3 

] 


"2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

"2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

1 

401 "Terrace °Bldg., 
Tel. No. 916480. 

W. E. G. Hall, 
Lethbridge, Alta., 
Tel. No. 3325. 

Wm. Goodwin, 
Edson, Alta., 

Tel. No. 35. 

E. H. Morgan, 
Blairmore, Alta., 
Tel. No. 70. 

W. G. Heeley, 

New Court House 
Building, 

Calgary, Alta., 

Tel. No. M842-84. 

! J. T. Burton, 
Drumheller, Alta., 

, Tel. No. 413. 

. A. B. Hunter, 
Edmonton, Alta., 
Tel. No. 916415. 

207 

_ i 


._24 

26 


In addition to the above, Mr. A. B. Hunter, 10898 75th Street, Edmonton is acting in the 
capacity of Assistant Chief Inspector of Mines, Telephone No. 72212. 

In addition to the above, Mr. Burton Tait is the Electrical Inspector for all mines in 
the Province. His address is 5 Normandie A pts., and the Teelephone No. 23716. 









INDEX 


A 


Accidents, fatal, above ground 
fatal, below ground 
serious above ground 
serious, below ground 

slight, above ground . 

slight, below ground 

total number from 1906 to 1941 (inclusive) . 

total number in each field for 1941 
classified according to outputs .. 

tons extracted according to mines producing, per . 

tons produced in domestic coal field by districts . 

tons produced in sub-bituminous coal field by districts. 

tons produced in bituminous coal field by districts. 

comparison per 1,000,000 tons produced and per 1,000 

men employed, 1915-1941 (inclusive) . 

description of each fatal . 

by months . 

tabulated list of total 

tabulated and classified according to districts 
classified in domestic fields according to cause 

classified in sub-bituminous fields according to cause. 

classified in bituminous fields according to cause. 

classified according to mines in domestic field 

classified according to mines in sub-bituminous field. 

classified according to mines in bituminous field . 

Alberta, annual production of coal and value of same, 1886 to 1940 
(inclusive) (Dominion Bureau of Statistics) 
total importation bituminous coal, 1919 to 1941 (inclusive) 

(Dominion Bureau of Statistics) . . 

total importation of anthracite coal, 1919 to 1941 (inclusive) 

(Dominion Bureau of Statistics) . 

mineral production, 1939 and 1940 (Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics) 

bricks, total used from shale mines. 

hollow tile made 

total sales of briquettes for consumption in .. 
domestic coal sold for consumption as lump, in 

domestic coal sold for consumption as mine-run, in . 

domestic coal sold for consumption as nut, in 
domestic coal sold for consumption as slack, in 

sub-bituminous coal sold for consumption as lump, in. 

sub-bituminous coal sold for consumption as mine-run, in 

sub-bituminous coal sold for consumption as nut,, in. 

sub-bituminous coal sold for consumption as slack, in. 

bituminous coal sold for consumption as lump, in . 

bituminous coal sold for consumption as mine-run, in. 

bituminous coal for consumption as nut, in. 

bituminous coal sold for consumption as slack, in . 

Annual production, Alberta, 1905 to 1941 (inclusive) 

North-West Territories (Alberta and Saskatch¬ 
ewan), 1901 to 1904 (inclusive) 

Annual consumption of Canadian coal, 1902 to 1940 (inclusive) (D.B. 
of S.) . 

of imported coal, 1902 to 1940 (inclusive) (D.B. 
of S.) 

of coal per capita, 1902 to 1940 (inclusive) (D.B. 
of S.) 

coal importation, 1919 to 1941 (inclusive) (D.B. of S.) 
coal importation, monthly 1941 (D.B. of S.) .. 


Page 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

81 

81 

84 

84 

83 


Bituminous coal, importations, 1919 to 1941 (inclusive) (D.B. of S.) 13 
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